
 

 

HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
HANCOCK, NEW YORK 13783 

 
AGENDA FOR REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 11, 2023 
Regular Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 P.M. 
 Meeting called to order at ______ with _________________ presiding. 
 
 Attendance 

Board Members Present Absent 
Cliff Johnston, President   
Christopher Geer, Sr., Vice-President   
Nick Hazen   
Vicky Bogart   
Tammi Wadeson, District Clerk   

 
Others Present Absent 
Lori Asquith, Superintendent   
Lothar Holbert, Wayne Highlands Rep   
Julie Bergman, MS/HS Principal   
Thomas Durkot, Elementary Principal   

 
II. PRESENTATIONS: 

A. Teacher Tenure Review 
 

III.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  
● There will be a sign-up sheet for members of the public wishing to address the          

Board of Education available at each Board meeting. 
● Anyone wishing to speak at public session should fill in their name, address, and   

the topic or topics they want to speak about. 
● People shall speak in order of names on the list. 
● Each speaker shall be limited to five minutes total of speaking time. 
● Public session shall be limited to a maximum of 30 minutes total. People may also  

submit any comments in writing to the District Clerk. 
 
IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

A) Approval of minutes, Regular and Executive Meeting, August 21, 2023. 

 



 

 

B) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended that the 
recommendations of the Hancock Central School District Internal Claims Auditor 
for the period ending 08/11/2023 and 08/25/2023 be approved.  

 
C) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended that the 

General Fund, School Lunch Fund, Capital Fund and Federal Aid Fund bills for 
the period ending 08/25/2023 be approved. 
 

D) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended to accept 
with regret, the resignation of Alyssa Makowski as JV Field Hockey coach 
effective 09/02/2023. 
 

E) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended to appoint 
Robin Ignatovich as JV Field Hockey coach for the 2023-2024 season at the rate 
of (2,5) $5,289 per year. 
 

F) Upon recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended that the 
appointment of Joseph Taylor be approved as follows: 
The Superintendent having advised the Board that a conditional appointment is 
necessary in relation to the appointment of a Non-Certified Substitute Teacher 
and Substitute Aide/Monitor and the prospective employee having filed a 
statement regarding criminal convictions and the Superintendent having 
forwarded to the State Education Department an application for conditional 
appointment and the fingerprints of the prospective employee, and on 
recommendation of the Superintendent, it is resolved that the conditional 
appointment is hereby made for Joseph Taylor as a Non-Certified Substitute 
Teacher at the rate of $115/day and Substitute Aide/Monitor at the rate of 
$15.50/hour for the 2023-2024 school year. 
 

G) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended to approve 
Aaron Davis’ request for his child, Abigail Davis (grade 2 to be enrolled in the 
Hancock Central School District during the 2023-2024 school year as an out-of-
district tuition paying student. The student will be self-transport. 
 

H) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended to approve 
Shalene Mack’s request for her child, Chase Mack (grade 7 to be enrolled in the 
Hancock Central School District during the 2023-2024 school year as an out-of-
district tuition paying student. The student will be self-transport. 
 

I) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended to approve 
Veronica Heesh, as a non-certified content area substitute teacher who is covering 
an extended leave position as a Spanish education teacher, effective September 1, 
2023 at the salary of $46,000. This appointment may be rescinded and updated 
pending verifiable proof of appropriate NYS certification and prior related 
professional experience. 
 



 

 

 
Motion by _______   Seconded by________     

              ___Yes   ___ No   ___ Abstain         Motion Carried   Yes   No 
 

V. REGULAR AGENDA  
A) Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, it is recommended to approve 

the payment to Cynthia Gill for $37,677 (per contractual amount of $28,077 for 
151.5 sick days {$185.44 per diem rate}and $9,900 buyout for 33 years of service 
credit), payable to Cynthia Gill’s pre-established 403(b) account. This payment 
has been reviewed and approved by the District Treasurer and certified by the 
Internal Claims Auditor. 

 
  Motion by _______   Seconded by________     
  ___Yes   ___ No   ___ Abstain         Motion Carried   Yes   No 
 
 Items for Discussion: 

 
VI. FUTURE BUSINESS 

A) Regular Board of Education Meeting, Monday, September 25, 2023, 7:00 PM 
 B) Regular Board of Education Meeting, Tuesday, October 10, 2023, 7:00 PM 
  
VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 For the Board to enter into Executive Session at ________. 
 
 Motion by _______   Seconded by________     
 ___Yes   ___ No   ___ Abstain         Motion Carried   Yes   No 
 
 For the Board to move out of Executive Session at ______ and regular meeting  
 resumed. 
 
 Motion by _______   Seconded by________     
 ___Yes   ___ No   ___ Abstain         Motion Carried   Yes   No 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 Consideration of a motion to adjourn the meeting at _________. 
 
 Motion by _______   Seconded by________     
 ___Yes   ___ No   ___ Abstain         Motion Carried   Yes   No 































































HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL 
 
 

Board of Education Report 
September 11, 2023 

Julie R. Bergman, MS/HS Principal 
 
 
On August 30th we provided orientation opportunities for students in Grade 5 and Grade 9.  
Both events were very well attended.  Students and families met faculty and staff and 
toured the building.   
 
We opened school on September 7.  It was great to see our students filling the halls again! 
 
All students in Grades 7-12 have been issued HCSD Chromebooks, and they will bring them 
to and from home/school each day.  Students in Grades 5 and 6 will use their devices in 
school to learn how to log in, use Schoology and HCSD email.  At the end of September, the 
devices will be sent home with Grade 5 and 6 students.  Carts will continue to be available 
for Grade 5 and 6 student use while at school. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
September 20:   MS/HS Picture Day 
September 21:   Curriculum Night / College and Career Fair 
October 3:    Preston Grade 8 Visitation 
  
MS / HS Principal: 
 
Monday, September 18, is anticipated to be the first DCMO BOCES Principal’s Monthly 
Meeting.  Meetings will be offered in-person and virtually throughout the 2023-2024 
school year. 
 
I attended the Varsity Football game on Friday, September 8, versus Whitney Point. 
 
Other: 
 
On Saturday, September 9, I attended the 60th reunion of the Hancock Central School Class 
of 1963.  I was proud to escort my mom to the event. 
 
I continue to serve on the Executive Board of the Hancock Community Education 
Foundation.  Our next meeting is planned for September 25. 
 
Additionally, I am fulfilling my last year as an officer of the New York State Public High 
School Athletic Association.  My past-presidency will conclude August 31, 2024. 
 

THANK YOU! 



 

Board of Education Report 
September 11, 2023 

 
Thomas W. Durkot, ES Principal/DPLSD 

 
Prekindergarten and Kindergarten Orientation was held on Monday, August 28.  Families were able to see 
our learning spaces, go on a bus ride, and have a snack in our Cafetorium.  Thank you to Mrs. Melissa 
Karcher, Mrs. Marjorie Hull, and Ms. Jenn Brock for your hard work. 
 
Superintendent’s Conference Days were September 5 and 6.  Thank you to the facilitators during our 
collaboration (Rose Prescott, Jodi Wormuth, Diane Meredith, Devon Bedient, Kristen Rice, Melissa 
Karcher, Jeremy Mann, Kristina Dufton, Chance Charles, and Kaila Gamble) for leading colleagues 
during our focus on Empower, Nurture, and Strive. 
 
The Elementary School was alive and energetic again on September 7.  Students were eager to enter the 
building, find their classroom, see old friends, make new friends, and communicate with staff.  Thank to 
all elementary staff for an all-hands-on deck approach to support students while building back our 
routines. [Attachments] 
 
HES welcomes Ms. Kara Wormuth (PreK), Ms. Irma Williams (Kindergarten Student Teacher), Ms. 
Vasconi-Smith (First Grade), Ms. Amber Dennis (Literacy), and Dr. Lou Cella (Library).  We look 
forward to positive, successful school year. 
 
Curriculum Night/Open House will be taking place on Thursday, September 21, 2023.  In addition to our 
school being open and welcoming, families will be able to meet their teachers, see the learning spaces, 
and interact with agencies that support families in our community (in the Cafetorium).   
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
September 19:  Morning Program 
September 21:  Curriculum Night/Open House  
September 27:  HES Pictures 
 
ES Principal/DPLSD Professional Development: 
 
Monday, September 18, is anticipated to be the first DCMO BOCES Principal’s Monthly Meeting which 
will be held virtually. 

THANK YOU! 
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	Thomas W. Durkot, ES Principal/DPLSD 
	 
	Prekindergarten and Kindergarten Orientation was held on Monday, August 28.  Families were able to see our learning spaces, go on a bus ride, and have a snack in our Cafetorium.  Thank you to Mrs. Melissa Karcher, Mrs. Marjorie Hull, and Ms. Jenn Brock for your hard work. 
	 
	Superintendent’s Conference Days were September 5 and 6.  Thank you to the facilitators during our collaboration (Rose Prescott, Jodi Wormuth, Diane Meredith, Devon Bedient, Kristen Rice, Melissa Karcher, Jeremy Mann, Kristina Dufton, Chance Charles, and Kaila Gamble) for leading colleagues during our focus on Empower, Nurture, and Strive. 
	 
	The Elementary School was alive and energetic again on September 7.  Students were eager to enter the building, find their classroom, see old friends, make new friends, and communicate with staff.  Thank to all elementary staff for an all-hands-on deck approach to support students while building back our routines. [Attachments] 
	 
	HES welcomes Ms. Kara Wormuth (PreK), Ms. Irma Williams (Kindergarten Student Teacher), Ms. Vasconi-Smith (First Grade), Ms. Amber Dennis (Literacy), and Dr. Lou Cella (Library).  We look forward to positive, successful school year. 
	 
	Curriculum Night/Open House will be taking place on Thursday, September 21, 2023.  In addition to our school being open and welcoming, families will be able to meet their teachers, see the learning spaces, and interact with agencies that support families in our community (in the Cafetorium).   
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	Monday, September 18, is anticipated to be the first DCMO BOCES Principal’s Monthly Meeting which will be held virtually. 
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